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SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL TREATY; NEUTRALITY GUARANTEE 

DURING COURTESY CALL WHICH US ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF ROGERS 
PAID ON PRESIDENT LOPEZ YESTERDAY, THE LATTER SAID HE HAD 
RECENTLY COME UP WITH AN IDEA FOR GUARANTEEING THE CANAL'S 
NEUTRALITY WHICH HE WISHED HE HAD THOUGHT OP EARLIER. THIS 
CONCEPT ENTAILED AJOINT GUARANTEE BY THE UNITED STATES, 

COLOMBIA AND COSTA RICA. INVOLVEMENT OP COLOMBIA AND COSTA 
RICA WOULD BE BASED ON PACT THAT THEIR TERRITORY IS 
CONTIGUOUS TO PANAMA (AND MIGHT BE 

USED BY US PORCES IN CASE OP THREAT TO CANAL'S NEUTRALITY) 

PLUS PACT THAT BOTH COLOMBIA AND COSTA RICA (LIKE THE US) 

HAVE SPECIAL AGREEMENTS WITH PANAMA PROVIDING FOR THE PASSAGE OP THEIR 

WARSHIPS THROUGH THE CANAL. LOPEZ THOUGHT THAT THE INCLUSION 
OP COSTA RICA AND COLOMBIAN IN SUCH A PACT 
GURANTEEING NEUTRALITY OF THE CANAL WOULD PROBABLY HAVE 
ENHANCED ITS APPEAR AND ACCEPTABILITY TO THE PANAMANIANS. 

LOPEZ SAID HE REALIZED THAT PANAMA AND THE US HAD ALREADY 
REACHED THEIR OWN AGREEMENT ON THIS QUESTION BUT HE SEEMED 
TO BE IMPLYING THAT IP THE AGREEMENT CAME UNSTUCK HE WOULD 
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BE INTERESTED IN PUTTING PORWARD THIS IDEA OP HIS 
OWN. 
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